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Remember Mother’s Day:  Sunday, May 8 

Sunday Morning Art in the Pews 

 

Evergreen has been engaged in a new sermon series entitled 360 Prayer, from the book, Circle Maker, by 

Mark Batterson.  This sermon series has taken the congregation through a 21-day prayer challenge, based on 

Ephesians 6:18, which tells us to “Prayer in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion.  Stay alert and be 

persistent in your prayers for all believers everywhere.”  Several members of the congregation have shared 

personal experiences of answered prayers and the important place prayer holds in their lives.  On Sunday, 

April 24th, during the church service, Pastor Jen asked the congregation to write, draw, or color their own 

prayers onto white, paper, lunch bags.  The enthusiastic reactions saw members and guests of all ages put 

their colorful thoughts and prayers onto the bags.  When completed, everyone brought their illustrated 

prayers to the front of the worship space and placed the bags on the altar table.  The surprise will be the 

beautiful project that emerges from these heartfelt prayers.  Stay tuned for the surprise!    
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Congratulations, Graduating Seniors! 
 

Please join us on Sunday morning, May 22
nd

, when we honor our High 
School graduates. 
 McKenzie Gripentrog, daughter of Wayne & Rhonda Gripentrog 
(Wahpeton) 
Casey Jaixen, son of Lisa Jaixen (Wahpeton) 
Jarrett Werner, son of Duane & Jolynn Werner (Underwood, MN)   
Meaghan Wolfgram, daughter of Bryan & Mary Wolfgram (Wahpeton) 

Evergreen Goes Outdoors! 
By Becky Dockter 
Evergreen is planning a bike-blessing event for Sunday, May 
22nd. We will bike as a group from the church to 
Chahinkapa Park, after the 10:00 am, service. There, Pastor 
Jen will perform a bike blessing (or vehicle if you would pre-
fer) and we will have muffins and juice. Join us as we ask 
God's blessing over our transportation! Also be on the look-
out for further details on a camp-out event at Evergreen on 
June 24th and outdoor worship July 31st! 
 
 

Adult Sunday School Announcement 

By Jean Freden 
Thank you to all of you who participated in the Adult Sunday 
School Class.  A big thanks to all of you who prepared and 
presented the lessons each week. 
 

The class will not meet in May but will resume again in Sep-
tember.   
 

 

Youth Happenings   By Pastor Jen 
It’s hard to believe May is here and we’re already looking at 
the end of another school year! This was a wonderful year 
with our youth—with new faces, new service opportunities, 
and new activities. From writing letters of encouragement 
to folks in our community, to going on prayer walks in Ever-
green’s neighborhood, to celebrating with movie nights and 
fun games inside and out, it is no surprise that this year just 
flew by! 
 

Our last night of youth group this (school) year will be on 
Wednesday, May 11. We will mark the end of the year with 
a celebration on May 4. With summer upon us, I am looking 
forward to gathering a few times for fun activities, from 
game nights to mid-week lock-ins — so stay tuned for more 
information!  A special thank you to everyone who helped 
out this year, and especially to all of our youth who have 
participated, served, and generally been awesome!  

Sunday School News   
By Alinda Bassingthwaite and Emily Parnell 
 

Welcome to Spring.  The last classes in our Sunday School year 

will emphasize the power of prayer and the Ascension and Pen-

tecost.  Our last class will be on May 8th.  This year has gone 

quickly and we have enjoyed our time with the kids.  They have 

been a great group!  Wishes for a fun-filled Summer. 
 

Photo above: A campsite was set up in the front of  

the sanctuary to introduce Sunday School and 

Youth-aged kids to the idea of attending camp this 

summer. Photo Below:  Christy Heflin, camp direc-

tor from Lake Poinsett Camp visits Evergreen to 

talk with Sunday School and church youth about 

attending church 

camp this summer.  

Scholarships are 

available.  Stop in 

the church office 

with questions.  

There will be no va-

cation Bible School 

at Evergreen this 

summer. 
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Care 

                UMW News and Announcements    By Denise Eastin  

            
 

Approximately twenty UMW members from our church, along with other members from churches in Oakes, Wyndmere, Lisbon, 
Fargo, and Breckenridge, enjoyed a fine spring day of fellowship at the Eastern Sunrise District Spring Focus Meeting, on April 16th, 
here at Evergreen.  Our theme was "Growing in Blessedness." President, Fern Bailey, along with other UMW members, led us in sing-
ing and worship.  Roberta Whitehead played piano and made our efforts in singing praises to the Lord all the more inspiring and tune-
ful. Julia Christiansen shared information and a video: Latin America:  People and Faith, which was part of the curriculum in last year's 
(and this year's) Mission U in Jamestown, ND. The meeting ended with a delightful luncheon of delicious food and a chance for fel-
lowship with our members and visitors. 
 

 It's not too early to begin thinking about attending Mission U this summer on the campus of the University of Jamestown from 
July 21 - 24th.  Studies will include the topics:  The Bible and Human Sexuality:  Claiming God's Good Gift, Latin America:  People 
and Faith and Climate Justice:  A Call to Hope and Action. More information and applications will be posted in the Narthex along 
with information about accommodations. 

 

 Love Ribbons will be available before church service on Mother's Day, May 8th.  For a donation of $1, you can show your appre-
ciation and love for the women and men in your life, as well as benefit women and children's mission work projects right here in 
our Conference. 

 

 Books are available in our library to help you fulfill your commitment to the UMW Reading Program. We have quite an array of 
titles for women of all age groups.  Our reading lists must be turned in by mid-August, so it's time to get reading! 

 

 The Second UMW Prayer Vigil to support the  General Conference which will be held from will be held from May 10 - 20.  The 
General Conference of UMC is an international body of nearly 1000 delegates that meets every four years.  Half of the delegates 
are laity (non-clergy members), half are clergy.  Delegates discuss and vote on petitions and resolutions which can result in a revi-
sion of the Book of Discipline (the denomination's book of law) and Book of Resolutions (policies of the denomination on current 
social issues, where the church's official stands and church policies are made regarding such issues as human sexuality, abortion, 
war and peace, as well as determination of ministries and funding.)  These are serious matters that need our prayers.  Our church 
has been scheduled to pray for these matters on May 19th from 4:15pm to 5:00pm.  Please note this time on your calendars. 

 

 Are you aware that our UMW District offers a New 
Opportunities Grant on a needs-based criteria to 
provide financial assistance to a female member 
of the UMC who finds it necessary to upgrade her 
skills to re-enter the work force or to improve her 
present employability?  This is a one-time award 
of $1,000 that is given to a qualifying individual. 
Please contact Fern Bailey if  you would like to 
request an application form.  Note:  In the past 
applications needed to be received by June 1st. 

 

 The next General Meeting of UMW will be May 
12th at 7pm hosted by Hope Circle.  Mary 
Schradick will be presenting the program entitled 
"Mother's Day Giving".  

 

Summer Music Volunteers Needed 
As summer approaches and we all plan our week-end 

outings, Music Ministry is asking for volunteers to be 

available to play for a Sunday service.  We usually 

have all of the Sundays covered but there is that rare 

occasion when none of the regular accompanists will 

be in town.  If you would be willing to play for ONE 

service, please call the church office (642-6202) and 

leave your name.  You will be greatly appreciated! 

  3. Jen Tyler 

  4. Jan Moore 

  7. Keven Krueger 

  7. Aubree Lutgen 

  8. Duane Werner 

  8. Brady Sande 

  9. Wayne & Dianne Millar* 

10. Trisha Levery 

11. Paul & Renee Drewlow* 

12. Bridgette Taylor 

12. John & Denise Eastin* 

13. John Dassenko 

14. Tara Krogh 

15. Fern Bailey 

16. Bill Jongbloed 

16. Patti Porter 

16. Wayne & Lori Mohs* 

18.  Amanda Jaixen 

19.  Dale Poppen 

19.  Hattie Dockter 

20.  Tom Moore 

20.  Mya Kratcha 

22.  Cliff Draeger 

25.  Carol Abbott 

25.  Colin Olson 

27.  Damian Bailey 

28.  Wayne Gripentrog 

31.  Lauren Boyer 

 

 

 

Evergreen Celebrates May  
Birthdays and Anniversaries 
*Denotes anniversaries 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=united+methodist+women+logo&view=detailv2&&id=5C1A5898D1BB7D46EEC11184286B4EC8EC8A6810&selectedIndex=0&ccid=PpiyQU9Z&simid=608019326638686940&thid=OIP.M3e98b2414f59690e72caf56028fa78b6H0
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Monthly Offering:  

Totals for April 

$16,254.77 

Monthly Need: 

$19,002.92 

Noisy Bucket Offering:  $121.97 

Evergreen Staff 
Pastor: Reverend Jen Tyler 
 evergreenpastor@702com.net 
Administrative Asst: Julie McGovern 
 evergreenoffice@702com.net 
Children’s Programming: Alinda Bassingthwaite 
Choir Director: Sandy Olson 
Choir Accompanist: Roberta Whitehead  
Newsletter: Dr. Philip Parnell 

 
Peanut Butter (18 oz. jars) 

 Needed for May “One Thing”  
  700+ Items Collected in April 

 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who has helped with donations to the 
Back Pack Project, during the month of April. We collected 546 
granola and cereal bars, 228 pudding cups and four jars of pea-
nut butter.    
 
During the month of MAY the “ONE THING” collection is: 

 
18-ounce jars of peanut butter 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
Look for totes in the fellowship hall for your donations. 

 
 

The only ones among you who will be 
truly happy are those who have sought 

and found how to serve. 
-Albert Schweitzer 

Missionaries to visit Evergreen 
Missionaries to Nicaragua, Paul and Mikki Schlosser will be 
at Evergreen!  A meet and greet Paul and Mikki is sched-
uled for 9:00 a.m. on Sunday morning - May 15 - in the 
Fellowship Hall.   The Missions Committee is providing 
muffins, fruit and coffee, after which Paul and Mikki will do 
Sunday morning service.  This will be followed by an infor-
mational meeting for those interested in a future mission 
trip to Nicaragua. 
 

Hands-On Mission Project to Spirit Lake 
OCTOBER 29-30, 2016 - We have made the decision to do-
nate our hands-on mission to the Spirit Lake Ministry Cen-
ter working with Mike and Libby Flowers, to fulfill the 
theme of the 2016 Annual Conference which is Living Gen-
erously; Unleashing God’s Gifts.  This year’s offering, 
10,000 Hours Miracle Offering has both a hands-on and 
financial component.  We are invited to live generously by 
investing our time to impact lives through our conference 
ministries.  The goal is to have 10 people from each church 
pledging 10 hours of service to one of the conference min-
istries and to raise $100,000 to fund 10,000 hours of In-
ternship. On-site housing will be available. Come one come 
all!   A sign-up sheet for this mission is on the bulletin 
board.   
 

Mission Trip 2017:  Dominican Republic 
MARCH 2017 – Missions committee has decided on a mis-
sion trip for March of 2017, to the Dominican Republic for 
approximately 7-10 days.  We will be working with Gordy 
and Ardell Graner, United Methodist Missionaries from 
North Dakota, for arrangements and direction.  At this 
time they cannot say exactly what the project would be 
but guarantee it will be hands on.  The approximate cost 
per person is estimated at $2000.00.  (Don’t let that deter 
you as we do plan to fund raise.)  If you have ANY interest 
in being part of the team, please sign up on the sheet 
posted on the bulletin board.  This is not a commitment, 
but will show how many may be interested.   

Evergreen Mission News 

We Extend our Sympathy 

Please hold Edie Nelson and her family in your prayers, as 
they grieve and process the unexpected loss of her brother, 
Mike Simonson of Rosholt, SD.  
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 

Confirmation  

9 am Children’s 

Sunday School & 

Coffee 

10 am, Worship 

  

2 

7 pm, 360 Prayer 

Study 

3 4 

6 pm, Praise Team 

7 pm, Last Choir, 

lunch following 

7 pm, Youth Group 

 

5 

9 am, Sewing Day 

7 pm, 360 Prayer 

Study 

6 7 

8 

  

 

9 am, Children’s 

Sunday School & 

Coffee 

10 am, Worship 

  

9 

 

10 

6 pm, Joy Circle 

@ B. Anderson’s 

(potluck) 

 

11 

6 pm, Praise Team 

7 pm, Youth Group 

7 pm, Prayer Walk  

12 

9 am, Sewing Day 

7 pm, UMW Meeting 

7 pm, Staff-Parish 

 

13 14 

15 

9 am, Coffee 

10 am, Worship, 

Paul & Mikki 

Schlosser, mis-

sionaries to Nica-

ragua will speak 

 

16 17 

9:30 am, Hope 

Circle 

1:30 pm, Sun-

shine Circle 

18 

6 pm, Praise Team 

19 

9 am, Sewing Day 

4:15-5 pm, UMW 

Prayer Vigil 

20 

Newsletter article 

deadline 

21 

22 

9 am, Coffee 

10 am, Worship 

11 am, Bike Ride 

to Chahinkapa 

Bike Blessing 

(muffins & juice) 

 

23 24 25 

12:30 pm, Newslet-

ter folding 

26 27 

 

28 

29 

 

 

SUMMER 
SCHEDULE  
9 am, Worship 
10 am, Coffee 

30 

 

 

 

Church Office 

Closed 

31   
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 Remember the Noisy Bucket 

Offering!  

Second Sunday of  each 

month.  

Proceeds support the Three 

Rivers Crisis Center - Kids 

Connection. 

 

 Summer Schedule  

Begins May 29 
 

 9 am, Worship Service 

10 am, Coffee Time 

Doughnuts 

were a 

sweet treat 

on Saturday 

April 23 at 

the spring 

bake sale.  

Volunteers 

made cinna-

mon rolls 

and donuts 

and served 

these as 

take out or 

as eat in—and eating in also provided lots of good company 

and conversation. 220 dozen doughnuts were made. Some of 

the volunteers are pictured to the left:  Marlys Hoeft, Velora 

Hensley, Connie Johnson & Margaret Johnson. The fund raiser 

raised more than $2,100.  These funds will be used by the 

United Methodist Women’s organization as well as Evergreen 

UMC. 

 

Choir Star Wars Party 

Han(d) over your troubles for a 

night of good cheer.  Leia down 

your hesitation and chewee on 

good party food.  Luke at it this 

way:  The Force will be with you. 

Who:   Church Choir  

What: Star Wars Party 

When  May 4, 2016, after  

 7 pm, rehearsal.  

Remember Your Prayer Partner 

These were all that 

were left of the 24 

doughnuts the 

Parnell's bought, by 

late Sunday after-

noon. 



Pastor’s Ponderings 
 

At our upcoming Annual Conference in June, Bishop Ough has asked us to once again be intentional in 
our giving. Over the past several years, we have collected “Miracle Offerings” of financial gifts and 
items for different mission projects, including ministries in the Bakken and just last year, The UMC’s 
“Imagine No Malaria” campaign. 
 

This year, we will be taking up a miracle offering yet again, but with a different twist. This year, the 
theme is “10,000 Hours” — with the goal that Dakotas United Methodists would together give 10,000 
hours of service to our United Methodist Camping and Mission programs in our conference. To do our 
part to reach that goal, over the next few months we need 10 people from Evergreen to commit to giv-
ing 10 hours of service at a Dakotas Conference Ministry such as one of the camps or other mission 
projects. Interested in being a part of that? You can go any time, or Evergreen UMC is even sending a 
team to volunteer at Spirit Lake Ministry Center in the fall — see the missions article for more informa-
tion! 
 

Not sure about what the fall will bring, but still want to contribute? No worries: we have you covered, 
too. Bishop Ough is also looking to raise funds for 10,000 hours of (paid) internship for young people 
discerning a call into full-time ministry. Know a young person who may be interested? Send them my 
way! Want to financially support this program? You can do that, too! 10,000 hours will cost about 
$100,000; I would love to see Evergreen contribute a significant gift to help cover these costs! 
 I’m so glad you asked how you can donate: make the check payable to Evergreen UMC with 
 “Miracle Offering” in the memo line, and we’ll get it there! 
 

Volunteering our time, talents and gifts are only the beginning of ways we can live into and be a part of 
this year’s miracle offering. Saving the best and most important for last: I hope you will join me in pray-
ing for these efforts. Specifically, my prayer is that those who give, work, receive, or facilitate these vol-
unteers and interns may be blessed and surprised by God’s Spirit working in new ways. I pray that 
hearts would be changed as we seek God anew every day; and I pray that these gifts — our gifts and 
the gifts of others around the Dakotas — would be used to grow God’s kingdom here on earth, as we 
seek to live into the Great Commission: to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. 
 

That work certainly starts here in our midst, but this invitation also makes me wonder: how might God 
be calling us to move beyond ourselves and into our community or region? How might we serve as the 
hands and feet of Christ in places and times of need? Certainly, the 10,000 Hours Miracle Offering is a 
great place to start: and I’m already praying about what is next for us. I hope you’ll join me in these ef-
forts. 
 
 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Pastor Jen Tyler 
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On Sunday, April 24, 18 people gathered in 
Zion Chapel to learn more about 
“Encountering Breakthrough Prayer.” 
Together we learned about how different 
types of prayer impact different types of 
outcomes. Specifically: how might it change 
our lives and community if we were to 
earnestly ask God to breakthrough our lives 
and community and do a new thing in our 
midst?! 
 
From sharing ideas, to hearing stories of 
ways God is already breaking through our 
lives, to practicing praying with and for one 

another and our community, it was an afternoon full of reflections, celebrations, and visioning. Thank you 
to all who took part! 
 
Please join us in our next bold step as we together pray for God to breakthrough as we go on a Prayer 
walk through our community (vans available for those who cannot walk or if weather prohibits) on 
Wednesday, May 11 at 7pm. 


